Pennine Cup Inter-association Championship – 

                                                                     6th December 2008
The annual Pennine Cup competition was held yesterday, between Oldham and Cheshire and North Wales.

The tournament was held at the home of Grappenhall chess club, Grappenhall Community Centre. The high standard of play and excellent attitude displayed by the players was a credit to the efforts of Steve Rigby and Dale James of Three C’s chess club, whose players formed the Oldham team, and to George Davison  of Grappenhall chess club, whose players formed the backbone of the Cheshire and North Wales team.

As often happens at this time of year, both teams were weakened with absences, particularly Oldham, who had players competing in another competition on the same day. However, the determination of the sides to press on regardless was rewarded with excellent experience gained by all who attended.

Both rounds saw some extremely close and well-fought out matches,  with experienced members of the National Junior Squad battling it out on the top boards, and the less experienced players on the lower boards taking their time and fighting hard on every board.

In the end, the experience of the Cheshire and North Wales team, with seven players all aged 15 at the start of the chess year, paid off. They ran out worthy winners, claiming the trophy for the third year in succession.

Oldham, however, had performed with credit, and will undoubtedly be far stronger next year.
Many thanks to everyone for their contribution to the event –particularly George Davison and Steve Rigby for supporting the teams on the day, and to Lorraine Towse and George Manley for their help with the buffet.
In summary, it was great to see the event held in such a competitive yet sporting manner, and enjoyed by all who attended.

                                                              Judy Brown     December 2008
Cross-table Results  - Pennine Cup December 2008
	
	OLDHAM
	 CHESHIRE & NORTH WALES

	1
	name          

M Burke
	B1 w
	B2 b
	 ½
	M Brown
	A1 b
	A2 w
	 1 ½   

	
	
	 0
	½
	
	
	1
	½
	

	2
	T Clements
	B2 w
	B1 b
	1 ½
	D Groves
	A2 b
	A1 w
	 ½

	
	
	1
	½
	
	
	0
	½
	

	3
	N Gittens
	B3 b
	B4 w
	  1
	G Cloake
	A3 w
	A4 b
	 1

	
	
	½
	½
	
	
	½
	½
	

	4
	S Towse
	B4 b
	B3w
	 ½
	S Jones
	A4 w
	A3 b
	 1 ½

	
	
	 0
	½
	
	
	1
	½
	

	5
	J Manton
	B5 w
	B6 b
	 ½
	C Green
	A5 b
	A6 w
	 1 ½

	
	
	 ½
	 0
	
	
	 ½
	1
	

	6
	K Saunders
	B6 w
	B5 b
	  0
	 M Hayes
	A6 b
	A5 w
	 2 

	
	
	 0
	 0
	
	
	 1
	1
	

	7
	L Fox
	B7 b
	B8 w
	 ½
	 J Manson
	A7 w
	A8 b
	 1 ½

	
	
	 ½
	 0
	
	
	 ½
	1
	

	8
	P Price
	B8 b
	B7 w
	  0
	 I Griffiths
	A8 w
	A7 b
	 2

	
	
	 0
	 0
	
	
	1
	1
	

	9
	T Upton
	B9w
	B10b
	 ½
	 D Menon
	A9 b
	A10w 
	 1

	
	
	½
	0
	
	
	½
	½
	

	10
	A Shard
	B10w
	B9b
	 ½
	 P Gerlagh
	A10b
	A9 w
	 2

	
	
	0
	½
	
	
	1
	1
	

	11
	 L Towse
	B11b
	B12w
	 ½
	C Gilman
	A11w
	A12b
	 2

	
	
	 0
	 ½
	
	
	1 
	1
	

	12
	B Kerton
	B12b
	B11w
	  0
	O Manley
	A12w
	A11b
	 1 ½

	
	
	0
	0
	
	
	1
	½ 
	

	Totals :-                                                                                            
	3
	 3
	  6
	                                                  
	 9
	 9
	 18








